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Warm salt y Medi terrancan water t ongue ex i t i ng through the
Gbraltar Strait i s known to formm salt lenses at depths

bet ween approxi mat €1y 70 Oand 250 Om i n the Nort hern At 1 ant i ¢,
These sal t. rot at ing 1 encses are known as Meddi es and have
been scen i n Gt e 0SAT sea 1 eve] est imates . The Meddi es pl ay

an import ant rol e int het ransport of wat cor propert i es

from thei r source regi ons t o ocean int eriors. Int he east ern
Nort h At Jant i ¢ preliminary result s indi cat e an improvement

W t h TOPEX/Pogei don dat @ over G ROSAT | n t racking the Meddi es .
Dat a from in- €1 tu sea surf ace t emperat ure are used t o

det ermi ne t he 1 ocati on of t he Meddi es and t hencomparedWwi th
TOPEX/Posei don resi dual secalevel estimates . As a first
approach t ot he actual Meddy det cct i on W th alt imety vy,

data from float s, a] ongw t h simult ancous t cmpe rat ure

t rangect S, al 1 ow us t 0 det ermi ne t emporal ana spatial
coordenat ¢'S of t he Meddi es . Prel imi nary resul t S indi cat e
good qual i t at i ve agreement bet ween f 1 oat 1 ocat i on of the
meddy and sea 1 eve] resi dual s gnal S from the TOPEX/Poseidon
all imeter. Oncelocat ed, we study the surface signal {from
alt imetric data, al so invest igat ing its possible det ect ion
W t h AVHRR surface t emperat ure . Although in this first step
of our work di rect oceanographi ¢ dat a give clues t o delect ing
Meddi es by sat €11 it e dat a, the object ive 1 S to descr i be thel
surface expressi on of the' sc: Medit erranean 1 enses by high
precision satellite data (as 70PEX/Poseidon) , in order to
remot ely t rack i t st raject ory. This Wil allow a better
underst anding of t he Medi t errance an * S impact on the Northern
At Jant i ¢ Ocean.




